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Donodt Read the Bi bl @

As part of Epiphany's summer teaching series this year, we have been talking a
all the different ways people have misunderstood and misused the Bible over thg
as well as the desire we all have to directly hear from God.

That conversation got us to a good questidow do we protect ourselves from
misunderstanding what God is saying to us personally through the Bible?"

This is what | suggedtirst and foremost, never read the Bible alNo&:, | don't

we read the Bible as part of the chufidiat means that the main question we shoul)
ask ourselves when we read scriptur
does t hi s Inmteeswords, we neesl to@sk how this passage fits into th
story of God's salvation through Jesus Christ?

Secondly, we should ask ourselves how other Christians have understood a parfltusaistpart of why

it is important to be part of a churdht church, we not only hear Scripture together, but a preacher heltllas us

mean don't have a personal quiet time (far froMW/hiat | do mean is to recognize that

ot abc
years

understand what the passage meéaime n we preach, wedre not jus m.
prayer, study and our training to faithfully] co
work hard to do it well so that all of us can understand and appreciate the truths God has revealed|fo us ir
the Bible. In fact, our whole worship service is in many ways simply an interpretation of the Bible, @hd an
application of it to our lives todd§you want to know what Jesus meant when he said "This is my bog@ly" in

Matthew 26.26, you can certainly read a commentary (I would be happy to loan you one), but it wo
probably be better to simply come to church on Sunday and listen to thdfljyorgwonder how to
interpret what the Bible says about the identity of God, say the Creed with your churdatsfathihere,
and more.

Finally, we should be open to God speaking directly to us and our situation through the words of thg

Id

Bible. God does thatScripture touches our lives because it describes not only who God is, but also Nvhat h

desires for each of us and how He love©udop of that, it gives us a healthy helping of the challenge
victories, fears and joys of those who have followed Him over many, masyadigidual followers of
Jesus, we are part of that community, and it shouldn't surprise us to find our own story on the page;
Bible. At the same time, the Bible is ultimately God's story, and it is not just for us as individuals, bu
of us as the Body of Christ.

God bless, /}%

Encountering God, Building a multigenerational congregation, Equipping every member.
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Ladies Dining Out

j Qt There will NOT be a gathering in July, as our class on Heresies is i
-y ;7 on Wednesday evenings. The next date is August 2 at 7:00pm at Pe

R&ﬂ taurant in Franklin Farm's Shopping Center.

h
ﬁ*ﬁ \| | Contact Debby Morris if you have any questions6JE687;
" debbyjmorris@verizon.net

+

Epiphany Has Helped 40 People This Year

peting
o's R

We are exhorted by the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Apostles' teaching, to give to th@se in

need. All Church of the Epiphany (Anglican) parishioners are encouraged to aid theif
church family members in times of financial crisis.

fellow

Your Vestry established a policy primarily to establish procedures for the disbursemert of b

nevolence funds (BF) to meet the basic necessities of life to people and families in cn
congregation and community. This would include funds for food, clothing, shelter, mg
and other types of assistance to applicants.

Your Benevolence program is administered by antiereber suisommittee of the Vestry,
referred to as the Benevolence Team (BT). The team is comprised of the Team Lead
Schreiner) so designated by a vote of the Vestry and two other Vestry members (Dou
wood and Duncan Sutton) that have volunteered to work with the Team Lead.
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Our Church budget for these activities is not large, but with it and two anonymous domgations

during this past fiscal year, we were able to provide the following types of help to ove
people from our parish and community:

Gift cards for both food and gas, auto repairs, housing assistance, childcare, rental cq
bills, financial help, doctor and dental care.

Please contact one of our team members for more information about this program.

Dave Schreiner: 52613955 cyclonefigi@gmail.com
Doug Greenwood: 768142904; 8047 #7863 douglasgreenwood@gmail.com
Duncan Sutton: 574081041 dsutton.iwl@gmail.com
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What About the Children?

of the list for families with children, young or older, when they consic

children of woulédbe guests, but our own children as well. If parents
confident, secure, and hopeful about the discipleship of our younge

children is such a tightly hel

important enough to make it one of our chief emphases here at Epiphany.

As we think about the discipleship of our youngest members, we offer a specific time

designed curriculum that will take them through the entire Bible in three years with a
emphasis on the Gospel story every single Sunday. Our teachers are your friends a

members who plan and execute a fun and interactive lesson. At the same time, we W
make sure that we keep our children safe and that means that every classroom has t
who provide help and accountability. Right now, with our teenagers heading off to co

teaching every Sunday morning at the beginning of our services. We are following arthell

are in an especial need for folks who may not have a spectacular gift for teaching but

new church. Indeed, WHAT ABOUT the children? And it is not just t F
e not

members, they will go elsewhere because the care and discipleship |of

(
amultgener ati onal congregation tha

Some of you are keenly aware that this question about children is nggrly tc

el a
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how to follow the lead of the teacher. Our goal is that teachers and helpers serve onge a

month. To achieve that goak need five new Epiphany memberaho are willing to be a
helper in the classroom.

Continued on

Not Just a Hashtag Faith
August 1417 from 10:00am to 2:00pm.

New this year: A discipleship camp for youth
just before school starts and before the college bound head out.

1 Fun Activities, Fashoving, Interactive, Some Bible, Some prayer, Definitely laughter!

This program is for rising 612th graders with guest presenters who are college students or d
lege bound.

=

We will have creative food options, not pizza or hamburgers!
Cost: Not yet decided, but could be minimal to offset the creative food options.

If your teen needs transportation, don't let that stop you.

= =A A -

Faith is too important to be just a hashtag!
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Continued from P. 3

Let me tell you how it works: Once every two months, respond to an online poll stating whic
Sundays you are available. Then read the email and mark your personal calendar fojfthe t
times you are scheduled. There is a reminder email to read as well, as time gets cloller. Th
one day a month, a helper needs to show up ten minutes early to greet students andjhelp t
teacher prepare. Then about féiitg minutes into the service, when the ushers come, tfje

hel per returns to the service at the pPa

—

Does that sound hard? Folks who are in the choir, altar guild, or counters can still do|their
duties that same day. Other folks who help with greeting, video, audio, nursery or us %ering

need to set aside that one day a month. Granted, the entrance into this ministry is jugt a litt
bit steep. A person needs to fill out a form and undergo an interview with me, scary |jknow
And, as keeping children safe from predators is important, a two hour training to Profgct
Godods Children is also required. But , I
Epiphany is a place that families feel welcome and confident important to you? Let nlr kno
if you have any questions or ideas regarding this topic (pmeeks@epiphanyanglican.pjet).

ik
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THANK

Last school year, Epiphany members contributed more than $600 for yearbooks at|[Coate
Elementary School when it came to our attention that some children would not be @ble to
afford a yearbook. Because of our generosity, the entire sixth grade class received|a yea
book and we received many thank you notes, including ones from folks who boughf their
own yearbook. If you want to get a little teary eyed, read some of the those notes!|['wo

examples are on the next pages.

Once again, thank you Epiphany for demonstrating the love of Jesus to children!

YEU!
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