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God Is Building the House

As | write this, 1to0s been abo 0 I
Epi phanydds |l ong term home. S h
Starting the week after Christmas, dozens of us (and three rental tr

moved Epiphanyds worl dly posse q

Technology Drive. We had our final service, and remembered all th
did for us and with us there on December 31. Then, beginning on
4, we started painting our new church. On January 7, we welcomed
John to our temporary worship location at Greenbriar West Element
School. Since then, we continue to worship together in the Greenbriar
cafeteria, and make progress finishing our new church.

| coul dndot begin to thank each of t he
mont hés work, so | et me thank everyonge
are we making this transition with God, we are making it as a church family. Itis so a
to see how God has called us together
for us to get through, but a time that we can grow through. That is exactly what | see
doing with Epiphany right now.

Growing in Worship: It may seem strange to think we are growing in worship when wg

dondt have a per manent sanctuary, but
temporary setting, a public school cafeteria no less, has been a great reminder to me
what | have heard, to many of us at Epiphany, that the most important part of our wa
il sndt the setting, or the amenities, b
of, and see in action, just before we move into our beautiful new church home.

Growing Together: As | s ai d, | coul dndt count i
some way over the last month. This is great. Church is not meant to a sort of consu
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ship

jut
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good we purchase when we feel a need for it, but a community of Christians who woship

and work together for the common good.
time, talent and treasure its members generously give, but building our new home ha
us take that to a new | evel. | &m cony
powerful ways in the years ahead.

Encountering God, Building a multigenerational congregation, Equipping every member.
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Growing Out: Changing our routine as a church is bringing us into contact with peopleé who
never would have found us if nothing had changed. My favorite moment so far camgjwhen
checked in with the maintenance staff person at Greenbriar West after our first servigg ther
| asked how we did and if there was anything she needed from us. She said there wRs one
t hing. To be honest, | wondered what ||jwe

was to ask if it would be okay if she worshipped with us next time she was working o
Sunday.

Friends, God is doing great things wiitjh
/}m

This Year os Epiphany [Gi

Godis building the house.

On January 17, Fr. Peter delivered thils
School. The Epiphany Gift, taken from our Christmas Eve offering, is a way that we dive
back to our community or offer support to missionary work each ChristmasBe@son.

year s Epiphany gi ft vequlpping theoteatherieamn rdomraLf u
Coates Elementary School in Herndbine room, which is used more than a dozen time

week by teacher teams at Coates, helps teachers plan and work together more effegtively.

Coates Elementary School Principal Jesse Kraft in the teacher team room that
wi | | be refurbished through this ylear
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Christianity Is Actually Growing Stronger
How many of you have heard the idea that religion and its influengg on
public life is declining faster and faster every year? Have you felt gjraid
for our society and for the future of the church, wondering how we
might reach the next generation? Well some researchers at Harvalfl hav
taken this assumption and looked a little more closely.
While it seems to be true that faith is declining for other industrializgd
- nations, it is not true for the United States. Indeed, there are some|peopl
who are publlcly acknowledging that they are no longer affiliated with a religion. Thoge folk
even have a trendy new title: the NONES.
down primarily to wh&indof faith one is talking about. Not the belief system itself, pgf se,
but the intensity and seriousness wit w
were always moderate in their beliefs are leaving that faith behind and saying they ale no
longer following the faith. But those who have always been intense and serious aboli their
faith are just as numerous and even growing in numbers.

| think there is room for encouragement and challenge here. The encouragement is ffhat fo

who used to be somewhat hnkarm in their faith are actually admitting it to people. Th

pretending is gone. Folks are more free to say what they really think and I think that [pones

is a better place to offer a challenge. Some folks are moving away from the church,

ut the

kind of church they are moving away from, is the not kind of church we are. We at Ejpiphar

are folks who have paid the price for our loyalty to the faith once delivered and we af

b calli

folks to serious discipleship. We are not encouraging people to explore their own kind of

religious experience, regardless of its direction. No, we call one another to the radicg

foll owing our Lord Jesus, even agains
beliefssowecanallget ong with one another. o

At Epiphany, we have taken our call to submit under the authority of Scripture as sef

might have unpopular views, according to the outside world, but we are not interestg

I

| step
t

ous. \
lin a

popularity contest. We are more interested in being found faithful by the one cares ngt for

accolades of the world. We only want to hear the kudos from the Father. So be enc(
n e,

Epi phany that not only are we not alo
this rock | will buildnyc hur ch, and the gates of hel
16:18).

http://thefederalist.com/2018/01/22/nevharvararesearcisaysu-s-christianitynot-
shrinkinggrowingstronger/
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Epiphany Paints the Church Red (and Blue, and Green)

Epiphany came together to do most of the painting in our new church the week of-J

14. People under 10 and over 80 participakbdough a generous donation, painting tea
were able to enjoy lunch together everyAtaiis point, there are just three rooms left to
paint. We will work together as a church family to paint those as well once our contras

gives us the gahead to proceed.

Wyndy Frederick painting in the choir Patti Schaf and Jan Coffee work in the
and bell choir practice room. entryway at our new church.

Géraldine (L) and Els Smits (R) ==
and Margaret and Merle ‘
Stromberg painted the sacristy. '
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