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From the Rector:

The Day of Small Things
When I came to Epiphany seventeen years ago, we had a building, a
congregation and a future like any other church. There was no 9/11,
no denominational wars, lawsuits or internal conflicts. There were
years of “normal” church life.
Epiphany is a very different place in 2014. We are smaller, we lease a
building to worship in and we have a smaller support staff. What’s
grown bigger is our faith and trust in God. We’ve seen our Lord take
us out of slavery to a denomination that we could no longer live
under, deliver us by ransoming us with a half million dollars raised
through us in a few weeks and set us on a journey not knowing where
our new home would be. We worshiped in hotels, park pavilions and
an office condo. Every place we’ve gone, God has been our home,
our joy and our rock to stand on. I’ve seen Epiphany become a place
of deeper devotion to prayer and worship. We’ve become a joyful
family of grandparents, aunts, uncles, mothers and fathers with
beautiful happy children running around us!
What’s next? That depends largely on whom we look to. If we are
focused on God, He will plant His mustard seeds in and around us to
grow and produce the fruit He intends for us. It is instinctive for
things and people to grow in the right environment. What kind of
“greenhouse” is God wanting us to envision for the future of
Epiphany in Herndon? That’s the exciting direction He will show this
congregation. He will lead through priests, lay people, children and
ordinary Christians to do extraordinary things. If we do it right, we
won’t even notice ourselves- it will be the Master Gardener’s work and
we will rejoice in it.
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There was a day of rebuilding for Israel after its destruction. People
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thought the building would never come to anything- starting from nothing seemed so
overwhelming that they were discouraged in the day of small things. It was hard work setting
a foundation, making sure the construction was plumb the angles square. All the preparation
was a day of small things. The Old Testament book of Zechariah tells us:
“Zerubbabel is the one who laid the foundation of this Temple, and he will complete it. Then you will know
that the Lord of Heaven’s Armies has sent me. Do not despise these small beginnings, for the Lord rejoices to
see the work begin, to see the plumb line in Zerubbabel’s hand.” Zechariah 4:9-11 (NLT)
God delights to see a new begining because it is a demonstration of reliance on HIM and not
us. He loves to see His little ones trust unreservedly in Him. Do not fear to be mustard seeds
in God’s garden of Epiphany. God loves this place and loves the people living around us in
Herndon. That’s why He sent Jesus to live, die and rise from the grave for the salvation of the
world.
God bless you as you continue the journey. Rejoice- God has a plan and the plan is in place.
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Two thousand years ago in Israel, the man who is God incarnate, Jesus of Nazareth, led
his followers into a life-giving relationship with himself and his divine Father, and was executed for being a revolutionary. Risen from the dead, he charged his followers to make disciples throughout the whole world, promising that he would be with them and equipping
them for their mission with his Holy Spirit. The New Testament presents the essential witness and teaching of Jesus’ first emissaries, the Apostles, who proclaimed his truth with his
authority. The faith of Christians today, as in every age, is shaped and defined by this apostolic account of Jesus Christ.
Within a century of Jesus’ earthly ministry, Christian congregations could be found from
Spain to Persia, and from North Africa to Britain. By this time, the catechumenate for wouldbe Christians (from the Greek katecheo: “to instruct” – a period of 1-3 years’ instruction
leading to baptism at Easter) had become established Christian practice. This pattern of
Christian disciple-making continued for some centuries before falling into disuse, as nominal Christianity increasingly became a universal aspect of Western culture.
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Praying for a Son
For about a week now, a father has been coming around 11 am every day to
pray in our chapel at Epiphany. He is visiting his son in the United States on
a two-month tourist visa. Though communication has been a bit of an
adventure, it’s clear his son is very sick, and he is very worried for him.
The communication barrier being what it is, I don’t really know beyond a
general region of the world where this father is from. I can’t pronounce his
name. I don’t know if he is a Christian. I don’t really understand what is
wrong with his son. I have no idea how he found us and where he found the courage to walk
into a church in a strange country looking for a place to pray.
But, he is here. I see this father’s faith every day in our chapel.
I have to say I am impressed, and challenged. This father is, whether he knows it our not,
taking Jesus’ parable in Luke 18 seriously. You probably remember the story. Jesus says we
“ought always to pray and not lose heart” (18.1). He then tells the story of a widow who constantly
and consistently demands vindication from a judge, and ultimately receives it simply because
she refuses to go away. Jesus says God listens to us when we pray even better than that. “And
will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he
will vindicate them speedily” (18.7-8).
There are things in my life I have been praying about for a long time. Sometimes I get
discouraged because I haven’t seen God answer those prayers in the way that I would like.
Maybe you have experienced the same thing in your life.
If you have felt this, it’s time to pick yourself up, dust yourself off, and get back on your
knees before God. Come to church and pray here if it helps, we’re open for this kind of
thing.
We cannot force God to do what we want. But we can ask. In fact, Luke 18 encourages us to
ask, again and again. We “ought always pray and not lose heart.” Are we willing to do it? Are we
willing to take God as seriously as the father who has been visiting Epiphany every morning
for the last week to pray for his son?
God bless,
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Thy Kingdom Come
“Thy Kingdom Come”—That was the theme of the Anglican Church in
North America’s Provincial Assembly, which took place June 25-28 in
Latrobe, PA. I had the privilege of attending the Assembly this year,
representing our diocese as one of the Clergy Delegates. Laity and Clergy
from all over the US and Canada as well as many international guests from
places like Nigeria, Kenya, Uganda, South East Asia, and Australia gathered
for worship, prayer, fellowship, and mutual encouragement as we focused on
moving the ACNA out in its God-given mission of “Reaching North
America with the transforming love of Jesus Christ.”
I came away from Provincial Assembly so excited for the mission of the church! I love the
fact that the ACNA has stated in its Constitution that the Provincial Assembly will always be
essentially a missions conference. Of course, there is business that needs to be done, but the
main focus of the massive gathering of leaders from all over North America is always on the
mission of the church and advancing God’s kingdom. The overwhelming emphasis on
mission (evangelism and discipleship) makes me proud to be part of the ACNA. This is a
branch of the church that I am thrilled to be a small part of.
At the Assembly, we had the opportunity to hear regularly about what God is doing in and
through the Anglican Church in North America as well as around the world. We heard from
Archbishop Kwashi from Nigeria about the way God is advancing his kingdom there. We
heard from numerous church planters around the US and Canada about what God is doing
through the work of church planting. We were encouraged by Gary Haugen, the founder of
the International Justice Mission (IJM), to be churches that refuse to stay safe but rather “get
in trouble” by standing with those in trouble. We heard from J.I. Packer who challenged the
church to take seriously our need to adequately disciple and train our members.

(10 cool‐points to anyone who can find Fr.
Michael in this picture!)
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From the Summer Intern
Greetings, Epiphany! I’ve only been the summer intern for a few weeks now,
but what a great few weeks those have been! One of the most exciting
opportunities I’ve had is leading the Girls’ Bible Study on Saturdays. We’re
currently using Jim Candy’s book, Can I Ask That? And a whole lot of
scripture to guide us through tough questions such as “Can I Trust the
Bible,” “Does the Bible Contradict Itself,” and “Can I be a Christian and
Believe in Evolution?” Discussing such relevant issues with the girls and
watching them grow in their faith through study and fellowship has been an absolute blessing.
Beyond this phenomenal bible study, I have also been working on a few other projects, such
as researching the biblical origin of the morning prayer service’s liturgy and helping prepare
for our summer sports camp. With these amazing first few weeks, I can’t wait to see what the
rest of the summer has in store!

There’s No Place Like Home
The seminar “There’s No Place Like Home” is to be held at 9:30 AM, Saturday, August 9, at
the Church of Epiphany. The presenters, Pat Williams of GraceFul Care and Woody
McMahon, an Older Adult Exercise Specialist of Sequoia Health and Fitness will discuss how
we (or family and friends) might live longer in our own homes and what planning we might do
now. There is no charge; but please sign up. Coffee and light snacks will be served.
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FY2014 Financial Report

FINANCIAL REPORT
FISCAL YEAR 2014
(JULY 1, 2013 – JUNE 30, 2014)
Summary
This was a challenging fiscal year. Income from offerings and gifts was much less than the year
before, particularly during the fall of 2013. The budget was reduced twice to reduce expenses.
These reductions, coupled with stronger giving from the congregation in the second half of the
fiscal year, enabled us to end the fiscal year in a sound financial position.
The annual stewardship campaign for FY2014 was completed in the late Spring of 2013. We
received 96 pledges totaling $733,994. Based on historical patterns the pledges received would
support an operating budget of about $900,000. However, giving for the prior year (FY2013)
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FY2014 Financial Report

was $1,014, 849. Therefore, based on expertise and recent giving, the Vestry approved a budget
of $1,003,823.
By the end of September the Vestry concluded that giving was not sufficient to support the approved budget and in October voted to reduce the budget to $975,192. As giving continued to
lag in October and November, a further reduction was made in January to $945,192. A significant part of this reduction was not replacing the executive assistant to the rector, Anne Bracy,
when she retired.
On the positive side, a tremendous end-of-year giving in December substantially eliminated
much of the deficit accumulated through November. And with the reduced budget, the giving
for the last half of the year covered monthly expenses.
The final result was a minor deficit of $4396 (less than 0.5% of the budget)
Shown below is a table of monthly income and expenses by major category for FY2014.
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ACTUAL EXPENDITURES VERSUS BUDGET
The following table contains the original budget, the reduced budgets and actual expenditures.
The October Budget included an increase of $23,600 in Personnel due to a much larger than
expected increase in rates for staff Medical Insurance. The original budget assumed an 11% increase; the actual increase was 19%. Substantial reductions were made by: eliminating almost
all Vestry projects, eliminating all but $1,000 in Reserve, and reducing Worship, Outreach, Discipleship, Congregation Care and Church Operations. The result was an October budget reduction of $28,681.
By December it was determined that additional reduction of $30,000 was necessary to ensure
Epiphany’s financial soundness. The second reduction was implemented in January. The January Budget included minor increases in Church Operations and Finance and Legal to reflect
known expenditures. The large reduction in Personnel was due to the decision to eliminate the
Executive Assistant to Rector position.

As can be seen in the final results, the budget reductions were effective and brought overall
spending in line with income for the remainder of the fiscal year.
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EXPLANATIONS
These are the major reasons for variance of expenditures from the January Budget for
each category.
WORSHIP
The net cost for altar flowers was less than anticipated because more costs were
paid for by parishioner payments than anticipated.
Music expenses were less because some costs were offset by special contributions.
Funds budgeted for praise band were not needed.
OUTREACH
Mission trips were funded by special gifts and budgeted funds were not required.
Expenses for Hot Meals were less than budgeted.
DISCIPLESHIP
Youth and Children’s expenses were less than anticipated. Nursery expenses were
lower than anticipated. These were accomplished by finding low cost ways to run
these programs.
CONGREGATION CARE
Benevolence Funds for emergency financial assistance were not needed
CHURCH OPERATIONS
Advertising and Copying expenses were higher than expected.
VESTRY
Money designated for special Vestry initiatives was not used.
FINANCE & LEGAL
Legal fees for negotiations regarding parking were larger than expected. Steps
have been taken to reduce ongoing legal costs.
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As of June 30, 2014 Epiphany has cash on hand of $223,259.87. While Epiphany reserves the
right to use all donations where needed, it is customary to honor donations for specific ministries. A record is maintained of all designated gifts and the uses of such funds. As of June 30,
2014 Epiphany held $33,315.63 in restricted funds, $19,641.64 for various ministries and
$13,673.99 in building funds. Current Liabilities were $155.66.
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The 2015 budget includes salaries for Rector and Assistant Rector and salary increase for staff.
Beginning September 1st staff will pay 5% of medical healthcare insurance costs. In the past
Epiphany has paid 100% of these costs. The budget also includes setting aside $2000 per
month for future relocation when the lease expires.
A budget of $903, 769 is conservative. Total giving in 2014 was $922,029. During our Spring
campaign we received 103 pledges. The total Pledged was $836,548.
Historically giving at Epiphany has exceeded pledges by about 20% (1.2 times pledges). Our
2015 Budget is 1.08 times pledges.
QUESTIONS
Please direct any questions or comments you may have on this report to Scott Reiter at
scott.reiter@cox.net .

The STAR

~ 12 ~

August 2014

To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism
The Anglican Church in North America is pleased to announce the release
of To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism produced by the provincial
Catechesis Task force.
Led by the Rev. Dr J.I. Packer, the Task Force has developed a unique and powerful resource
for helping inquirers come to an understanding of the Christian faith, and for helping disciples deepen their relationship with God. Written in a “Question and Answer” format, this
Catechism, in the words of Packer, “is designed as a resource manual for the renewal of Anglican catechetical practice. It presents the essential building blocks of classic catechetical instruction: the Apostles’ Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments (the Decalogue). To these is added an initial section especially intended for those with no prior
knowledge of the Gospel; as such, this catechism attempts to be a missional means by which
God may bring about both conversion to Christ and formation in Christ.”
The Most Reverend Robert Duncan, Archbishop of the Anglican Church in North America,
noted the global impact of this work: “This Catechism assumes a post-Christian world where
the basic foundations of the faith cannot simply be assumed. It begins by outlining the faith
for those who have no Christian background,
or were never fully discipled. This production is
a landmark offering, both for North Americans
and for the whole Anglican world. Our Christian brothers and sisters from other provinces
who saw advanced copies have enthusiastically
begun translating the Catechism into their native languages. So far we know of translation
work in Spanish, Mandarin, Farsi, and Urdu. We are excited to see this work expand in
the days ahead.”
The Catechism is available for purchase from
Amazon. It is now available here for noncommercial use in PDF and Microsoft Word
format.

This article, originally published online several months ago, is reprinted (with permission) from
the ACNA Website. The Catechism can be downloaded in various formats and versions. Just
follow the link at the end of the article. It can also be purchased now too. It is available at
Amazon.com, bound in bonded leather. An excerpt from the Catechism is found on page 2.
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BACKPACKS AGAIN!
Please help make it happen
Yea! School is out and summer vacations are in. Well at least that’s the
way it is for kids who are lucky enough to be in families who can afford
vacations. And sure…before you know it…school will be back in again
and those same kids whose parents can’t afford vacations, also can’t
afford to provide their children with backpacks and school supplies.
Epiphany and other local churches are partnering with WFCM (Western
Fairfax Christian Ministries) to collect backpacks. There are other nonprofits and Fairfax County businesses collecting the school supplies. This is a coordinated
effort designed to assist students who are on free or reduced lunch programs and to make sure
that they receive the backpacks and school supplies necessary to start the new school year.
We have committed to collect 50 backpacks but with God’s help, we will be able to make it to
the full 75 they actually need and had asked for...and maybe more The drive is already
underway and will continue through Sunday, August 17th. The collected backpacks must be
delivered to the school by the DEADLINE, Monday August 18th.
Hints from the County program coordinator for middle school needs are listed below:




Backpacks of 18-19 inches or larger with at least 2 zippered compartments.
Unisex colors and patterns preferable.
Some places to purchase the backpacks are as follows…be on the lookout for sales!
 Costco (RipRap bag for$18.99 was recommended by WFCM…just no juvenile
prints.
 Target and Kohls usually have good prices as well.
 You can also check out Amazon.com or Overstock.com.
 And don’t forget the great Walmart!

Epiphany has been there to help school children in need through this program for many
years now. I am confident that God will help us find a way to be there for them again this year.
If you don’t have the time to shop, you can either give a check to me or to Janice
Monaghan, or put one in the collection plate on Sundays, payable to Church of the
Epiphany and marked “for backpacks”. I will gladly do the shopping for you and all
your contributions are tax deductible.
THANK YOU SO MUCH and GOD BLESS YOU. If you have any questions,
please call me.
Sheila Mentzer
703-860-4377 (H) • 571-271-9689 • escapade13@msn.com.
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Publishing Information
The Epiphany STAR is generally published monthly and contains articles and information about
what God has and is doing in us and through us as the Epiphany Family.It is intended to encourage
each of us in our ministry and discipleship by relating how God is working in the midst of us.
The Epiphany Candle is published weekly by email, highlighting what is coming in the days ahead at
Epiphany and other information that the staff and vestry feel is important to emphasize.
Articles and Subscription requests: star@epiphanyanglican.net
candle@epiphanyanglican.net
jcrawford@epiphanyanglican.net (for weekly bulletin)
Deadlines:
STAR: 15th of the month
Bulletin: Monday, 8 AM
Candle: Wednesday, 8 AM
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BIRTHDAYS
Stephen Antal
12
Connor Vaughan
21
David Rhoads
Fred Apelquist
13
Gin Edmunds
22
Alexander Beale
Roger Kodat
Lisa Ellis
Julie Judkins
Matt Miller
Kate Oliphant
24
Rob Pantzer
John Newton
14
Lesley Ermalinski
25
Katherine Bixler
Adam Smith
Jessica Peake
Jan Welch
Sheila Crawford
Daniel Simonds
29
David Bassert
Dennis McNeely
15
Richard Daugherty
Mark Oliphant
Tom Noble
Betsey Kodat
30
Joseph Beale
James Roberts
16
Katherine Hanger
Jorden Butler
Norma Davis
Brian Saddler
Christina Cummings
Krystal Apelquist
17
Reginald Grier
31
Renee Tassone
Jessica Monroe
18
David Browning
Severn Rash
Ellen Harrison
Erin Schultz
19
Lucas Long
WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Care & Jim Murphy
22
Patricia & Ed Stachew
Kristen & Tracy Locklin
23
Julie & Bill Kesterson
Fay & Frank Cochran
25
Tammie & John Morris
Ann & Charlie Westerman
Barbara & Alex Peake
Leslie & Bruce Johnson
26
Diane & David Reed
Carole & Keith Menzel
31
Linda & David Bassert
Kay & Matt Miller
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Resources
Epiphany Staff

Email

Extension

The Rev. Robin Rauh, Rector

rrauh@epiphanyanglican.net

103

The Rev. Peter Frank, Senior Associate Rector

pfrank@epiphanyanglican.net

104

The Rev. Michael Guernsey, Associate Minister For Discipleship

mguernsey@epiphanyanglican.net

106

The Rev. David Welch, Parish Deacon

dwelch@epiphanyanglican.net

703‐309‐0527

Jimmy Crawford, Music Director

jcrawford@epiphanyanglican.net

101

Janice Monaghan, Financial Director

jmonaghan@epiphanyanglican.net

105

2014 Vestry
Cynthia Aungst
Jan Coﬀee
Ann Guest
Ron Harp
Jim Humenik
Chris Johnson
Dan Johnson
Maggie Marcum
Barbara Noble
Merle Stromberg
Tom Will
Catherine Zimmerman

Vestry Of icers
Senior Warden ............................................... Tom Will
Junior Warden ................................. Merle Stromberg
Registrar ............................................Maggie Marcum
Finance Commi ee Chairman .................. Sco Reiter
Treasurer ................................................... Tom Miller
Assistant Treasurer ............................. Charlie Monroe
Chancellor.................................................. David Reed

Intercessory Prayer Letter
Requests can now be submi ed by email at a secure site,
prayer‐request@epiphanyanglican.net
or wri en and le in the prayer request box in the Fellowship Area.
All prayer requests are collected a er the Sunday morning services and prepared
for Monday morning distribu on. For more informa on or ques ons, contact
Faith Fisler at 703‐591‐6645 or email her at mizfiz34@gmail.com.

http://anglicanchurch.net/

h p://anglicandoma.org/

13515 Dulles Technology Drive, Suite # 1
Herndon Virginia 20171
Main Number: 703.481.8601
Prayer Line:703.389.7292
Visit our website at www.epiphanyanglican.net

TO STAND for Jesus Christ,
GROW TOGETHER as God's family and

MAKE HIM KNOWN through the power ofthe Holy Spirit
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

August
3

WINGS

4-8

9-12 AM

VBS

9

9-11 AM

“No Place Like Home”

September
21

WINGS

October
TBD

CHARGED

24-26

Parish Weekend

Worship Schedule
Sundays
8:00 and 10:00 AM
Eucharist and Healing
At the 10 am service:
Nursery available for infants through 2 years old
Sunday School for children 3 years old through 5th grade

Weekdays at 9:00 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday:
Daily Morning Prayer
Wednesdays: Holy Communion

