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Preparing Your Way
When the wind is coming from the right direction, every few minutes I see
a plane on final approach to Dulles Airport through my office window at
church. Many of those planes are the big international flights, with
hundreds of people on board.
Sometimes I think to myself, “who is on that plane and what brings them
here?”
For many of them, it’s just a simple trip, maybe even routine. But beyond
clicking “reserve” on a travel website and after showing up at the airport,
there is a vast collection of people that are involved in their journey – pilots, flight attendants,
gate agents, ground crews, baggage handlers, security, customs officers, air traffic controllers,
just to name a few.

The same is true for us as we follow Jesus. In some ways being a disciple is something we
choose to do, and must choose to do as individuals. Someone else can’t follow Jesus for us.
At the same time, each of us can only follow Jesus because we have help along the way,
because others have “prepared the way” for us. It is interesting for me that this is even true
of Jesus himself. Luke names John the Baptist as the one who “prepared the way” for Jesus’
ministry (Luke 3:4), and we could add to that generations of the Old Testament prophets as
well, and even his disciples, who often handled logistics for Jesus (Luke 22:7-13).
So, who has prepared the way, who has supported you in your life of discipleship? I know
that my way was prepared by godly parents and good churches when I was young, and as I
have grown, mature Christian friends. My guess is that there have been “way preparers” in
your life as well.
Advent is a good time to think of them, to give thanks for them. We don’t journey alone in
our faith, anymore than we fly alone from Dulles Airport. God-sent people prepare our way.
God bless,
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Holy Advent: Checking our Expectations
I happened upon a Fleming Rutledge article about Advent that inspired my
own thoughts about the season upon us. As a priest who has written a book
on Advent, I wondered what she had to share. She reminded me about how
countercultural Advent really is, even more than other church seasons like
Lent or Easter. Of all the seasons that bring out the most decorations,
traditions, foodies and parties, the month leading up to Christmas is it!
Naturally, folks have been fussing for awhile about how much Christmas
creeps in and steals the joy and uniqueness of Thanksgiving. But then, we
Anglicans take a pause before we jump in with all the trappings of a holiday season. Don’t get me
wrong, I am not bashing anyone’s decorations or holiday music stations. Being new to
Anglicanism myself, Advent observance still feels new and awkward and well, countercultural as
Rutledge says. A holy Advent observance is something that I have added to bit by bit.
While all around us the songs and the decorations might tempt us to jump into the joy, tarrying
for a while and holding back even just a little is not a bad idea. Certainly, I would hope that at the
very least, we would spend time in Scripture and let its truth sink in. It is not easy reading as we
delve into Daniel, Zephaniah, Zechariah and Malachi at this time of year. It is hard to live with the
darkness when all around us folks are dressing up as Santa and yelling, “Ho, ho, ho. Let’s all be
jolly.”
Advent traditions “remind me day to day during the season that we have no right to expect
anything from God. We live in darkness and in the shadow of death and that is our rightful lot
since the fall of Adam.” Sure, we have Lent to contemplate these similar themes but the Lenten
season is fundamentally different. “The culture observes Christmas as though it were deserved,
expected, domesticated, even routine and manageable.” But Advent is here to remind us it isn’t.
Perhaps, the scaling back of a thing that we think we deserve or expect of this holiday season
is just what we need to do to see anew the wonder of the birth narrative. God in flesh, baby flesh,
is really quite miraculous, quite unexpected. We would be missing deep truths if we simply skim
the surface as we go about our shopping and cookie-baking ways. Let me try this analogy. We
might have had a person in our lives who was generous to us, maybe even year after year. The
danger of their repeated generosity is that we would come to think we deserve their generosity, as
we come to expect it. When that happens, their giving is no longer a gift to us. You could see how
we might be tempted to see the gift of a savior in the stable by a God who loves us so much
would tempt us to slip into bad patterns. So I would hope that, however you might choose to
observe Advent, you would find ways to keep it a holy Advent, and one that prepares your heart
to receive his gift.
You can find Fleming Rutledge’s article here: http://ruminations.generousorthodoxy.org
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Christmas Services At Epiphany
This year, we will be celebrating the Christmas Season at Epiphany beginning on Sunday, Dec.
23 with Lessons and Carols, and then continuing with two services on Christmas Eve.
Lessons and Carols is a musical service at 10:15am on Sunday, December 23. This traditional
service combines readings from scripture with well known Christmas carols that we sing
together as a congregation. This year, Lessons and Carols will include a short sermon focused
on the meaning of Christmas. While Communion is not part of the Lessons and Carols
service, there will be an 8am Holy Eucharist on Dec. 23.
Christmas Eve Worship at Epiphany this year will be at 5 and 11 pm. Our 5pm service
includes our children’s Christmas drama. The 11pm service is a traditional candlelight service
with the adult choir and chime choir.

December 23

10:15 AM:

Lessons & Carols

December 24

5 PM

Family Worship Service with children’s
Christmas drama

December 24

11 PM

Traditional Candlelight Service
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This Year’s Epiphany Gift
One of Epiphany’s traditions is a year-end gift for a specific mission or outreach project,
either locally, or through our missionary partners. We give this gift from a portion of our
Christmas Eve offering. Last year, we helped Coates Elementary School refurbish their
teacher training room. This year, the Missions Committee found two projects equally
compelling.
The first is helping to provide a car for Ezra, a disciple of Pastor Ahmet in Turkey. You may
remember Pastor Ahmet from his time with us at Epiphany last summer. Ezra needs a car
not only for his growing family, but also to further his
ministry in Turkey. In the past few years, Ezra helped
tend to Syrian refugees who were traumatized by the
brutal civil war. He now has been assigned to minister
to a church in an overwhelmingly Muslim area in
Turkey that receives an average of 1500-2000 visitors
per month. Ezra’s tasks include sharing the faith with those visitors and believers, meeting
with inquirers in the surrounding districts and provinces, and journeying to Kurdish areas as
he works on a translation of the New Testament in their mother tongue.
We also want to help get SAT-7’s Social Media Viewer
Engagement Initiative off the ground. With 1.9
million Facebook followers and over 2 million SAT-7
Arabic YouTube downloads a month, SAT-7 has
designed and implemented social media resources to
help people with parenting and life questions. Helping
people become better parents is a worthy goal in itself,
but more than that, it enables SAT-7 to lead people
into a discussion about faith and ultimately into a
relationship with God.
During our evening services on Christmas Eve (5 and 11pm), the first $4,000 of our offering
as a congregation will be designated to fund these projects ($2,000 for each). If for any
reason you want to make sure your gift on Christmas Eve goes to Epiphany’s operating
budget, please just indicate that in the memo line of your check.
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Photographer this Sunday
This Sunday, December 9, we will have a friend of our church
and professional photographer Abby Springmann with us to take
new pictures for our website and other promotional materials.
Abby’s work will be helpful to us for introducing people to our
congregation and giving visitors to our website a sense of who
we are and what to expect.
You can help Epiphany by being at church this Sunday so that we
have a full congregation for the photos. If for any reason you or
your family shouldn’t be in our final set of photos please le Fr.
Peter know so that Epiphany can honor your wishes.

Welcome to New Vestry Members

During Epiphany’s annual congregational meeting on Nov. 9, five candidates were
elected to the vestry. New vestry members, who will begin their terms on Jan. 1, are
(L-R) Kelly Derrick, Carole Menzel, Margaret Stromberg, Pat Meyer, and Lisa Baehr.
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Christmas Flowers
Please consider donating flowers in honor of a loved one to help decorate the Church for
Christmas. There is a sign-up sheet in the gathering place. Deadline for ordering is
December 16th. Complete the form and leave it, along with your check, in the envelope
provided.
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Holiday Baskets - Help Our Neighbors
Thank you to all of those who contributed to the Thanksgiving
basket effort. We had plenty of grocery gift cards, money to
spend on fresh produce, and willing folks to deliver the
assembled baskets. A special thanks to Zan Dial who handled
the shopping for the fresh items as well as the assembly of the
baskets. I hope some of you were able to see the bounty laid
out in the multipurpose room (the room with the garage door)
before delivery. Wow!
The giving was so generous that we wound up with many extra
grocery gift cards! We believe we may have enough to both give
to families for their main course AND do the grocery shopping to fill the baskets. What we
would like to request instead is that you consider participating by either baking/providing
Christmas goodies to include in the baskets, or signing up to deliver baskets. We will be
serving the same 10 families, and delivery is targeted for December 23, the Sunday before
Christmas. There will be a signup sheet in the Fellowship Area. Questions? Contact Christina
Cummings 703-915-3575 or clcummings69@gmail.com.

Wednesday, December 12
Piero’s Restaurant in Franklin Farm
Time: 7:00 PM
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Missions Update: Fran Boyle
We received a recent report from Fran Boyle, who works with orphans and displaced youth from the
Sudan. Here are excerpts:

Our children at the orphanage in Akuak Rak are finishing up the school year. They will be on
break the month of December and the new term begins in January. I am planning to visit in
January to witness and speak at our fourth 8th grade graduation. Our faith is once again
being stretched, as we trust the Lord for the funding to continue to fund the school and
teachers that train and care for 320 children.
We want each child that graduates eighth grade to be able to go on to high school. I didn’t
know how we would be able to care for the 62 children we started with ten years ago. The
Lord did not let us down then and we are trusting that he will not now. We are grateful for
the partnership with Answering the Call who has worked to help the school compound
become more self-sufficient by maintaining a herd of cattle, raising chickens and planting
gardens, all things that were once a normal form of life in the area, before the war which
changed everything. Our clinic is the only health facility in the region. What God has done in
helping us to restore life to this area is remarkable.
As we shared with you in the last newsletter, Santino Atak, our pastor that is headmaster of
the school, was going blind. We were able to send him to Kenya for eye surgery which saved
his eyesight. Atak was so full of joy when the bandages were taken off and he was able to
see. Atak, and the miraculous healing of his eyes was celebrated in formal celebrations when
he returned home. Government officials from the area attended the church ceremony.
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BIRTHDAYS

1

5

2

Fay Cochran
Brianna Meeks
Janice Monaghan

7

Maria Murphy
Charlotte Camak
Katie Miller

22
23
26

Andy Baehr
Jan Coffee
Joel Monroe

3

Chris Johnson

13

John Murphy

28

Annabelle Easton

Dan Johnson
Will Schreiner

19
21

Michael Ellis
Michaela Turner

31

Ran Cottingham

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

2
14

Lisa & Andy Baehr
Krystal & Fred Apelquist

29

Margaret & Frank Donivan

Here at Epiphany we emphasize:

Encountering God through beautiful worship
and believing prayer

Building a multigenerational congregation that
loves children and families.

Equipping every member to publicly proclaim the
Good News of Jesus Christ.

Worship Schedule
Sundays

Weekdays

8:00 and 10:15 AM
Eucharist and Healing

9:00 AM
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
12:15 PM
Wednesdays: Holy Communion

At the 10:15 AM service:
Nursery available for infants through 2 years old
Sunday School for children 3 years old through 5th grade
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Resources
Epiphany Staff

Email

The Rev. Peter Frank, Rector
The Rev. Pamela Meeks, Associate Rector
The Rev. David Welch, Parish Deacon
Jimmy Crawford, Music Director
Janice Monaghan, Financial Director

2018 Vestry
David Bassert
Amie Boncher
Doug Greenwood
Sally McNeely
Beth Monroe
Debby Morris
Mark Oliphant
Bryan Saddler
Dave Schreiner

pfrank@epiphanyanglican.net
pmeeks@epiphanyanglican.net
dwelch@epiphanyanglican.net
jcrawford@epiphanyanglican.net
jmonaghan@epiphanyanglican.net

Vestry Officers
Senior Warden........................................................... Beth Monroe
Junior Warden ........................................................ Mark Oliphant
Registrar ...................................................................Amie Boncher
Finance Committee Chairman ..........................Dennis McNeely
Treasurer ....................................................................... Tom Miller
Assistant Treasurer .............................................. Charlie Monroe
Chancellor .................................................................... David Reed

Intercessory Prayer Letter
Requests can now be submitted by email at a secure site,
prayer-request@epiphanyanglican.net
or written and left in the prayer request box in the Fellowship Area.
All prayer requests are collected after the Sunday morning services and prepared for Monday morning
distribution. For more information or questions, contact Faith Fisler by email at mizfiz34@gmail.com.

Publishing Information
The Epiphany STAR is generally published monthly and contains articles and information about what
God has and is doing in us and through us as the Epiphany Family. It is intended to encourage each of us in
our ministry and discipleship by relating how God is working in the midst of us.
The Epiphany Candle is published weekly by email, highlighting what is coming in the days ahead at
Epiphany and other information that the staff and vestry feel is important to emphasize.
Articles and Subscription requests: star@epiphanyanglican.net
candle@epiphanyanglican.net
jcrawford@epiphanyanglican.net (for weekly bulletin)
Deadlines: STAR: 21st of the month  Bulletin: Monday, 8 AM  Candle: Wednesday, 8 AM
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3863 Centerview Drive, Suite 100
Chantilly, Virginia 20151
Main Number: 703.481.8601
Prayer Line:703.389.7292
Visit our website at www.epiphanyanglican.net
Encountering God, Building a multigenerational congregation, Equipping every member.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

December
2, 9, 16, 23, 30

8: 00 AM and 10:15 AM

Holy Eucharist*

2, 9, 16, 23,

11:30 AM

Christmas Drama Practice

2

6: 00 pm

Christmas Fun for Kids

11

7 PM

Vestry Meeting

12

7 PM

Ladies Dining Out

16

6:00 PM

Youth Connections

20

12 PM - 4 PM

Bishops Task Force on Liturgy

23

10:15 AM

Lessons & Carols*

23

2:00 PM

Worship at Arbor Terrace

24

5:00 PM

Christmas Eve Worship with children’s drama

24

11:00 PM

Christmas Eve Worship Candlelight Service

24-31

All Day

Church Office Closed

*There will be no Eucharist at the 10:15 Lessons and Carols Service

January 2019
1

All Day

Church Office Closed

6, 13, 20, 27

8: 00 AM and 10:15 AM

Holy Eucharist

8

7 PM

Vestry Meeting

13, 27

6:00 PM

Youth Connections

13

1:30 PM

Marriage Mentors

27

2:00 PM

Worship at Arbor Terrace

