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| have recently had to deal with the fact that | am now officially old enoug

word | have picked up is oO0salty.
overthetop, or angry.

the turn in to the final month before our national election, the temptation
only going to become greater.

called to be oO0salty. o We ar e c alb)l Rethg saloin
Jesusd sense means being different. It

This is just a reminder for all of us. Not only during this time, but at all times, we Christiansxlire glo
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not understand much of the current slang people use these days. HoweNer, or

|l tds fair to say we I|live in a tijpe
lots of things and people to be frustrated at right now. Chances are, as e mal
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These are still countercultural behaviors today. What if we purposely did our best to embraige thel

i nst e adaltime$s ttthaet o0i s al | around us in this
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no matter wh o signisdratheidfromnt @Bwnesdnseong desud loved enough to di¢yfor?

What if we offered up any rage or anger we feel (and may even be justified to feel) about s@
things these days, not to the wrathful spirit of the age, but to Jesus?

Friends our anger, no matter how just and right, will not change America, at least not in the
hope. Jesus, however, does something bot
osalt, 6 and then fo&muhias ekitme ofi ghal tof
hiddemMor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it givesltight
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the same way, let your light shine befthratbnermagsee your good wpviesgowy to your Father|{jvho

i's i n heaven. o

May it be so in the days ahead.

God bless, / ;VL%

Encountering God, Building a multigenerational congregation, Equipping every member.
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When All We Get is Darkness

Sometimes we have a theory of life and are overjoyed when we
people who share it with us. Reading | have done over the years,

or get stuck at a painful per

but the mystics from ages past called it the Dark Night of the Sol
Since St. John of the Cross wrote about this spiritual phenomenc
the way back in the Middle Ag
Scazzer o06s new evelyanawbongoes begondialsuperficial eelatioriship
God will eventually face a Dark Night or the Wall. Just like a physical wall can stop us
regular journey, the Wall becomes a place of hindrance and discouragement. When
there, we either persevere through it to the other side where we are no longer spiritus

to a theory that, as we mature spiritually, we either develop into m

Right now, | am reading a book by Peter Scazzero who calls it thg

find

edm
aturit
I O C
Wall,

L all

es,
With
on a
e get
Ally

disturbed or we turn back into a more diminished and superficial spiritual life. This spjfitual

wall will be different for each of us since the places where we need to be transformeg

uni gque to each of us. When we come i nt
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is God who is up to something in our lives means that our pain and confusion is only [lnade

worse. Recognizing what God is up to in the sanctification process means that we ha
chance of making it out on the other side, wiser and more mature.

eab

Now, we usually come to know God and Jesus as Lord because we are convinced thgologic

and mentally that Jesus has the words of life. We make decisions to follow Jesus no
cost. Of course, we expect that sometimes it will be hard.

hatter

Sometimes though, we are not ready to experience challenges from our own hearts.

we expect doubts to come but when the d
Maybe we have questions that need answer :
start to recognize that we have moved from light to twilight. Before we know it darkng$s has
descended. If we once felt close to God, we might feel that there is something we haye dor
wrong and that God is punishing us. W d «
but the nagging dread that something is not right follows us around as we traverse inthe de
groping our way forward. We dondot | ik It
grow fearful or weary because what we are experiencing is a natural event of God wganing
away from an immature faith and into a deeper, more profound faith. Consider Hebregfvs 12
OFor the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields tfje
peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained b it.

Even Mot her Teresa of Calcutta descrilped
supposed absence. OoOWhen | try to raisg m

emptiness that those very thoughts retjur

Mot her Teresads experience so we shoul
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Does any of this sound familiar? Have you met a wall, or a darkness in your spiritug| life?
offer a few things to think about:
1. Expect it to be hard. The way it is hard, and uniquely so, whether this is yodf
future, present or your past. Expedgt
soul.
2. But dondt give up because you thin
temptation to be mad at God. Discipline doesrmdoubt abouttbut there is
growth there if we choose to persevere.
3. Accept the choice to keep pressing forward despite the pain. Just like we caln
decide to leave the faith to follow other paths, we can choose to persevere ev@n in tl
darkness. Life is better, deeper, richer, more mature on the other side. No ong|know
how | ong it will take. But Goddos g@al
certain and sure (Rom. 8:29).
WJr
Annual Congregational Meeting is November 8
Epi phanyds annual business meeting wililll
the meeting, we wil/ hear a financi al up
the churchdé reports from the rector alpd
The chief business item of our meeting will be the election of three new vestry officgrs to
serve a thregear term beginning on January 1, 2021.
Our goal will be to complete the annual meeting in about an hour.
Please plan to attend!
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Vestry Nominations Open

Vestry Elections to fill threey@ar terms will be held at the Anni
Meeting on November 8, 2020. We are looking for several go
men and women to step forward for this opportunity.

To be eligible to stand for Vestry election an individual must r
the qualifications stated I
Eligible Voters who are eighteen years of age or over and ha
been confirmed or received by a Bishop of the Province or ai
province of the Anglican Communion shall be eligible to serv
Vestry. o Full byl aws can b

The nominating committee consists of theofhg Vestry members and two memaers
large The off going Vestry members are Mark Oliphant, Amie Boncher and Sally M

Membersatlarge are: Bessie Cool and Doug Greenwood. Contact any one of them {gr

more information.

https://epiphanyanglican.net/wgntent/uploads/2017/10/BY LAW&\pprovedl3
Novembet2016.pdf

The following pages contammagesof the entire Vestry Nomination Information
pamphlet. You can download copies of the full size .pdf file at the following link:

https://1drv.ms/u/s!AhoED3iPktdNqu9rYUTWPjlveSET4Q?e=1L3A3Y

ii. Vestry Qualifications. Qualification for Vestry membership is based on the applicable passages of
Titus 1. A candidate shall be:
a. A mature Christian;
b. One who maintains an active life of prayer and study of Scripture;
c. One whose life and relationships are in order;
d. One who is known and respected among the Congregation;
e. One who has been or is currently active in ministry
f. One who is known as a cheerful giver of time, talent, and treasure;
g. One who understands, has counted the cost of, and is committed to fulfilling the responsibilities
and duties of a Vestry member; and
h. One who affirms the Fundamental Declarations of the Diocese as set forth in Article | of the
Diocesan Constitution and the Standards of Morality and Ethics as set forth in Title 1, Canon 5 of
the Diocesan Canons.
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https://epiphanyanglican.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/BYLAWS-Approved-13-November-2016.pdf
https://epiphanyanglican.net/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/BYLAWS-Approved-13-November-2016.pdf
https://1drv.ms/u/s!AhoED3iPktdNgu9rYUTWPjIveSET4Q?e=1L3A3Y
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ANGLICAN

Vestry Nomination Information
2020

Vestry Elections
Sunday November 8th
After the 10:15 AM Service
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What is the Vestry?

The Vestry is the governing board of Church of the Epiphany that, with the Rector, leads the parish.
As part of the Anglican Church of North America, the role of our Vestry is defined as follows:

“The governing board is responsible for the femporalities of the congregation and, except wheve otherwise
provided by canon, supporis the clevgy in the spivitnal leadership of the congregation.”

Serving on the Vestry is an exciting opportunity to grow spiritually and be part of the leadership as
we follow Jesus Christ on our spiritual journey.

Whatr is it Iike?

We meet once 2 month (2nd Tuesday) from 7-9:00 pm. We tespect your commitment, so we statt
on time and end on time, unless we agree as a group to go later. Prayer is the beginning and end of
our meetings. While we meet, the Prayer Team intercedes in prayer for us. We deliberate over the
strategic issues and decisions for Epiphany. Duting the meeting we check in with each other on what
we're doing, ask for help when we need it and make decisions only after we have all the information
and time we need.

What is expected of Vestry leadership?

All of us are in the process of gtowing into what it means to be a disciple of our Lord. None of us is
petfect, sinless or done growing. Vestty members are expected to be committed to Christ, have a
regular time in His Word, and depend on Him for strength and wisdom.

We need your prayers for Epiphany, our priests and your fellow leaders. You have power in
deciding the budget, so it is required that you support Epiphany financially as well. As a servant-
leader, it is impottant that you be at church most Sundays, attend vestty meetings and patticipate in
major parish events. As a Vestry member vou will be supported in prayer by prayer partners.

The Vestry Oath: Whar am 1 signing on to?

I do betieve the Holy Seriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God and to contain all
things necessary for salvation throngh Our Lord Jesus Christ, and I do yield my hearty consent to the
Fundamental Declarations set forth in Arfick I of the Constitntion, and to the discipline and forms of
worship of the Anglican Church in Nowth America. 1 promise, with God’s help, that I will faithfully execnte
the duties of the affice of Vestry member of this Congregation to the best of my ability.”

Whar are the qualifications?
A candidate for the Vestry of Church of the Epiphany must:
1. Be an Eligible Voter of the congregation, 18 yeats of age or older.

2. Be confirmed or teceived by a Bishop of a Province of the Wotldwide Anglican Communion
and be a person not holding equivalent status in another chutrch ot parish regardless of
denomination.

3. Submit his/her name and information to the Nominating Committee so people can pray before
the election.
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How do I know I am called? Is it the time for me fo contribute?

You are invited to come to an upcoming Vestty Meeting to see what the Vestry does and how it
operates. Meetings are normally on the second Tuesday of the month and begin at 7:00 pm.

Leadership in Epiphany is primarily based in serving. Service is giving yourself to God’s purpose for
you and others. If you are looking for an opportunity to grow in prayet, love and expetiencing the
power of God’s Spitit, then pray and ask God to show you where He wants you.

So what do I do next?

The fitst step is to apply to be a Nominee. The easiest way this can be done is by filling out the
Vestty Nomination form on the last page of this document. You can nominate yourself or you can
be nominated by another member of the congregation.

Once you are nominated, the final step is complete the Vestry Nominee Bio form that is available at the
following link:

hetps:/ /1drv.ms/u/s!Aho ED3iPktdNgud YUTWPjIve SET4Q7e=1L3A3Y

Both the last page of this document, the Vestry Nomination Form, and the full Vestrty Nominee Bio
form must be completed and returned to a member of the Nomination Committee, or emailed to
star(@epiphanyanglican.net on or before October 18, 2020. This information will be provided to the
parish via the STAR newsletter and by posting it at the church. Vestry elections will be held during the
Annual Meeting on Sunday, November 8, 2020.

A summaty of the biogtaphical information questions that appear in the Vestry Nominee Bio form is
shown in the box below:

NOMINEE’S BIOGRAPHY

Name:
Family Members:
Occupation:

a. How would you describe your relationship with God and how you
have come to this point in your spiritual journey?

b. In order for the parish to get to know you, describe your history with
the Church of the Epiphany, including how long you have been
attending and in which ministries you are or have been involved.

¢. What are your hopes and dreams for Church of the Epiphany?

d. How will your life experience and abilities contribute to our
leadership?
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Vestry Nomination Form
You may apply yourself — or nominate another person (WITH their approval!)

Name

Address

e-mail

Baptism Confirmation Transfer to Epiphany

Approximate
Dates

Nominated
by

Signature

Nominees Acceptance

For the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on the beart. (1S amnel 16:7)

Trust in the Lovd with all your beart, and do not lean on your own understanding. In afl your ways acknowledge bim, and he
will make straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Look carcfully then bow you walk, wot as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, becanse the days are evil.
submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ. (Ephesians 5:15-16, 21)

Do not turn aside from following the Lovd, but serve the Lord with all your heart. Only fear the Lord and serve him faithfully
with all your beart. For consider what great things be has done for you.

(1 Samuel 12:20, 24)

Vestry Nominating Committee for 2020
Mark Oliphant Out-going Vestry Member
Amie Boncher, Out-going Vestry Member
Sally McNeely, Out-going Vestry Member
Bessie Cool, Member-at-large
Doug Greenwood, Membet-at-large

Fillable versions of Vestry Nomination Information document and form and the Vestry
Nominee Bio form can be downloaded at the following link.

https:/ /1drv.ms/u/s!AhoED3iPktdNguh YUTWPjIveSET4Qe=11.3A3Y
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